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many useful remarks to me, and I thought it my duty to mention to your Lordship again my observations on that part which relates to the Dissenters.
" First the Bill depending about the Dissenters' schools, which I fear will pass, it is true the conduct of the Dissenters has called for more than this, and this may remind them of a hint I gave them in 'The Letter/1 whether they enjoyed no favours from Her Majesty's bounty which they might not forfeit by their present behaviour. I doubt not, but their pretended friends, the Whigs, will give them up in this, as they did in the Occasional Bill;2 and which is worse, they will give themselves up too, rather than not carry on their party mischief; I pity them, but I cannot but recommend the interest of posterity to your compassion. As to their academies, if there had never been any, I know not but their interest had been as good, and fewer beggars and drones had bred up for ministers among them. But for the schools for common introduction (?) of children, I think their loss will be irreparable. It is true that they will have schools still, they will be no more illegal than before, but it seems hard upon the nation in general to make laws which it will be necessary to break, like that of the late Abjuration Act in Scotland."3
1 Letter to the Dissenters, (Dec. 1713) urging them to moderation.
2 See p. 128.                                   8 Hurley Papers, iii. 444.
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